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GENERAL INFORMATION 

MAIN LOCATIONS: DART 2025 will take place in and around Porter and Davis Squares in Cambridge 
and Somerville, MA. 

Friday night Ceilidh  

Saturday warm-ups and Saturday night feast  

Sunday workshops and master-class  

will all be at Cambridge Masonic Temple: 1950 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA. 

Saturday afternoon competitions in Porter and Davis Squares. 

ALCOHOL AT DART: Alcohol will be available for purchase at the Friday and Saturday night events. The 
legal drinking age in Massachusetts is 21. You must be 21 years or older to drink alcoholic beverages at 
any time during this event.   

CONTACT NUMBERS 

Kem Stewart (judging) 
Natty Smith (pubs) 

(781) 674-2301 
(781) 710-6131 

Franny Bester (coordinator) (857) 210-3165 
Gillian Stewart (coordinator) (339) 234-1369 
Kristin Fleischmann-Rose (finances) (978) 460-4272 
Tom Kruskal (masonic hall contact) (978) 460-0190 
Peter Kruskal (Sunday workshop) (978) 460-0191 
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WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Friday, October 31—Ceilidh 
Featuring Alex Cumming, Donal Sheets, and Laurel Swift! Sound by Steven Bluestein 

Cambridge Masonic Temple 
1950 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, MA 02140 

Cash Bar (Cash—Credit Card—tap-to-pay) 

7:00pm: Check-in opens. Arrive any time after this! 

8:00pm - 10:30pm: Ceilidh! Invite anyone and everyone you know in Boston to attend! 

$20 walk-in price (cost included in DART registration) 

 

Saturday, November 1 —DART Competition 
●​ 10:30 am–11:45 am: Registration and open practice at Cambridge Masonic Temple 

●​ 11:15 am: Judges and venue managers meeting at Cambridge Masonic Temple 

●​ 12:00 pm: Lunch. Maybe at your first pub! 

●​ 1:00 pm–3:05 pm: Competition. Detailed schedule and map of venues are on pages 4-5. Judges 
will be stationed at each pub.  

Saturday, November 1 —Cocktail Hour 
●​ 3:30 pm–5:30 pm: Post-competition party at McCarthy’s! For registered team members only, 

there is limited space. 

Saturday Evening—Feast & Showcase 
Cambridge Masonic Temple ● Cash Bar (Cash—Credit Card—tap-to-pay) 

●​ 5:00 pm–6:30 pm: Relax and enjoy a drink. Bar opens at 5.30pm 

●​ 6:30-7:30 pm: Dinner buffet, catered by Flame Cafe 

●​ 7:45 pm-9:00 pm: Showcase your competition dance–or a different dance–for your fellow 
competitors 

●​ 9 pm-10:30 pm: Awards and socializing. Remember to take your things with you when you leave! 

 

Sunday, November 2 —Workshops 
Please bring your swords and any extras you have on hand! 

Cambridge Masonic Hall  ● Street parking does not require permit on Sundays 

●​ 1 pm-1:30 pm: Registration for walk-in attendees ($25) 

●​ 1:30 pm-1:45 pm: Warm-ups/ stepping practice 

●​ 1:45 pm-4:00 pm Figure swap workshop! 

We hope you’ll enjoy a local dinner and return to the Masonic Hall for the BIDA Contra Dance; beginners’ 
lesson at 7pm; main dance 7:30-10:30pm. Qwill Duvall calling with Daybreak Trio: Anna Patton, Owen 
Morrison, and Naomi Morse.  
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SATURDAY COMPETITION SCHEDULE 

 

Schedule organized by team 
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MAPS, STREET ADDRESSES, & PARKING 
Find a Google Map with all of these locations here, and linked from www.dartrapper.com! 

The Pubs & Venues 
 

McCarthy's & Toad 1920 Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge, MA 02140 

Joe Sent Me 2388 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140 

Redbones (downstairs) 55 Chester St, Somerville, MA 02144 

Orleans ​65 Holland St, Somerville, MA 02144 

 

All other DART activities will take place at Cambridge Masonic Temple 

1950 Massachusetts Avenue ​Cambridge, MA 02140. 

The Masonic Temple is located very close to the Porter Square T and Commuter Rail stop and is on 

several bus lines. 
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​
Walk between Joe Sent Me and Orleans via Shea Rd and Thorndike, not the Bike Path/Community 
Path. The bike path is closed! 

The 77 bus line is an option between the Porter Square locations (Masonic Hall and McCarthy’s) and 
Joe Sent Me. The 87 or 96 bus lines run from Davis Square (Orleans & Redbones) back to Porter 
Square. 

Walking times: 
McCarthy’s–Joe Sent Me: 17 min​
Joe Sent Me–Orleans: 11 min​
Orleans–Redbones: 6 min​
Redbones–McCarthys: 13 min 

Confirm any public transit routes using your own devices! 
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Public Transit 
All our venues are all well connected to the MBTA, which operates four subway lines (Red, Orange, 
Green, and Blue), local numbered buses, and Commuter Rail trains serving the Boston/Cambridge area 
and surrounding suburbs. You can look up routes at  www.mbta.com or consult the transit layer in 
Google Maps. If planning ahead, be sure to put in the correct date/time as some routes have very 
different schedules on the weekend.  

You can use tap-to-pay to pay for bus and subway with a contactless credit card or mobile phone 
payment system. If you anticipate using the MBTA a lot during your visit, it may be cheaper to purchase 
a day-pass or multi-day pass at a CharlieCard vending machine in any subway station. For Commuter 
Rail, purchase tickets at the station vending machines, on board or through the mTicket app; the $10 
all-weekend fare is likely to be your best deal. 

Street Parking 
Street parking in the Porter and Davis Square area is quite limited, and most spots require resident 
permits or have tight time limits. We strongly encourage parking at an MBTA garage (such as Alewife) 
and taking transit into Cambridge.  

On Sunday, street parking does not require a permit near the Cambridge Masonic Hall, but may be 
difficult to find. Do not park at the shopping center. 

Parking Garages 
Alewife MBTA Station (2 Red Line stops + 3 minute walk to Masonic Hall). Weekday parking is $9 per 
day; weekends $3 per day. 

There are other private garages in the area, at higher rates. 
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PARTICIPATING TEAMS 

Candyrapper VSOP 
Candyrapper was founded in 2000 by members of Tom Kruskal’s Boston-area teen dance troupe Great 
Meadows Morris and Sword, beginning a 14-year rapper dynasty of successive cohorts of high school dancers. 

​Candyrapper VSOP came into being as a one-off “reunion” side when its members were tapped to perform at 
Tom Kruskal’s “CDSS Lifetime Achievement Award Celebration” in 2011. The participants had so much fun that 
they decided to compete at the Dancing America Rapper Tournament, or DART, that fall, where they took first 
place, and added the VSOP to its name to signify its members’ "well-aged" dancing. Candyrapper VSOP 
continues to perform -- internationally! -- to this day. 

www.candyrappervsop.com, @candyrappervsop (Instagram and Facebook) 

 

Great Meadows Morris & Sword 
Pockets and Velocirapper 

Great Meadows Morris and Sword is a group of high school-age students from the Greater Boston area 
who perform traditional English morris and rapper sword dances. Since 1999, Great Meadows Morris and 
Sword has danced at festivals and special events throughout Massachusetts and New England. Great 
Meadows also has performed on the international stage, including the 2004 World Sword Spectacular in 
Whitby, England and many Dance England Rapper Tournaments (DERT). 

 

 

Half Moon Sword 
Half Moon Sword's skillful dance displays have gained them a reputation here and in England for fresh 
interpretations of traditional dance forms. Since 1986, they have hosted the annual Half Moon Sword Ale 
to share the excitement of rapper and longsword dancing with other dancers and the public. In 1991, 
they became the first US team to win the Ceremonial Dance Competition in Sidmouth, England 
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Harbour Steel 
Harbour Steel, based in the Boston area, have been dancing rapper and taking naps on sunny beaches 
since 2017. Drawing on a wide range of traditional and modern rapper styles, they write original dances 
that highlight skillful footwork and strong collaboration. They are delighted to be attending DART!​

@harboursteel 

 

 

No Apologies 
No Apologies is a Boston area mixed gender (and generational) team. We've been together about 18 
years. We perform a combination of traditional and contemporary rapper dances. We are known for 
having a good time. 

 

 

Rapa Bora 
Rapa Bora formed in 2012 with alumni of the Berea Festival Dancers, a very active high school dance 
troupe. We attended DART and Half Moon Sword Ale several times. But we suffered a high rate of 
turnover so decided to start with beginners.  

About our name: One of our dancers grew up in Botswana and spoke Swahili. Rapa Bora means Best 
Sword in Swahili.  

 

Sligo Creek Sword 
Founded in 2017, Sligo Creek Sword is a rapper sword team from the greater DC area. We have 
performed up and down the east coast, and led workshops to welcome new people into the wonderful 
world of rapper! 
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THANKS TO OUR VENUES, ORGANIZERS, & JUDGES! 

 

Venues & Provisioners 
Cambridge Masonic Hall 

McCarthy's & Toad 
Joe Sent Me 

Redbones 
Orleans 

Flame Cafe 
 
 
 

Organizers 
Francesca Bester 

Kristin Fleischmann-Rose 
Peter Kruskal 
Tom Kruskal 
Natty Smith 

Gillian Stewart 
Kem Stewart 

 
 
 
 

 

Competition Judges  

  Alice Cumming 
Nathaniel Diamond Jones 

Jan Elliot 
Rich Jackson 

Margaret Keller Dimock 
Sam Overbeck 

  Robin Rogers-Brown 
Hamish Swanson 

 
 
 

Venue Managers 
  Chris Murray 
Michael Vitale 
  Fiona Rogers 

  Maeve Tyler-Penny 

 

Sponsors 
DART Central Committee 

 

 

Many thanks to all of our brilliant volunteers, without whom this event would not have been possible! 
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